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DURHAM, NH ς Vermont senator Bernie Sanders has increased his lead over former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in 
New Hampshire. {ŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ increase and a majority say he has the 
personal characteristics and qualities that a President should have. Just over half of Democratic Primary voters say they 
have definitely decided who they will support. 
 

These findings are based on the latest CNN/WMUR New Hampshire Primary Poll,* conducted by the University of New 
Hampshire Survey Center.  Nine hundred seventy-two (972) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by 
landline and cellular telephone between January 13 and January 18, 2016.  The margin of sampling error is +/- 3.1 percent 
for the entire sample.  Included were four hundred thirteen (413) likely 2016 Republican Primary voters (MSE = +/-4.8 
percentage points), and four hundred twenty (420) likely 2016 Democratic Primary voters (MSE = +/-4.8 percentage points). 
 

NH Voters Still Not Decided 
 

With three weeks remaining until the February 9 New Hampshire Primary, almost half of Democratic primary voters still 
have not decided on who they will eventually support.  New Hampshire voters typically decide who they will vote for in the 
last weeks, or days of the campaign and it is no surprise that many voters have not firmly decided who they will support in 
2016. Currently, 52% of likely Democratic primary voters say they have definitely decided who they will support, 23% are 
leaning toward a candidate, and 26% are still trying to decide who to support. 

                                                           
* We ask that this copyrighted information be referred to as the CNN/WMUR New Hampshire Primary Poll, sponsored by WMUR-TV and CNN, and 
conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. 
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Currently, 48% of likely Democratic primary voters say they are extremely interested in the election, 37% are very 
interested, 13% are somewhat interested and 2% are not very interested.  Interest is actually greater then at this point in 
the 2008 primary cycle when 44% of Democrats said they were extremely interested in the election, 41% were very 
interested and 15% were somewhat or not very interested. 
 
Interest in the Democratic Primary has increased in the past month and undeclared voters, often erroneously referred to as 
άƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎέΣ ŀǊŜ more likely to say they plan to vote in the Democratic primary for the first time in the 2016 cycle.  
Currently, 48% of undeclared voters say they plan to vote in the Democratic primary, 44% plan to vote in the Republican 
primary, and 8% are unsure which primary they would vote in. 

 
Democratic Favorability Ratings 

 
Vermont senator Bernie Sanders remains the most popular Democratic candidate in New Hampshire by a significant 
margin.  More than nine in ten (91%) likely Democratic Primary voters have a favorable opinion of Sanders, only 7% have an 
unfavorable opinion of him, 2% are neutral, and 1҈ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ  {ŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ƴŜǘ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
an almost unheard of +84%.   
 
Former Secretary of State and 2008 New Hampshire Primary winner Hillary Clinton also continues to be popular in the state 
ς 65% of likely Democratic Primary voters have a favorable opinion of Clinton, 26% have an unfavorable opinion of her, 9% 
ŀǊŜ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ м҈ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ  /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǘ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ +39%.  
 
SandersΩ net favorability rating has steadily increased over 2015 from +34% in February to +67% in September to +84% in 
the most recent poll.  ClintonΩs has eroded through the same period, from +74% in February to +44% in September, and 
remaining at +39% in the latest CNN/WMUR poll. 
 
Former Maryland gƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ aŀǊǘƛƴ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ ό-1% net favorability rating), continues to be not as well known or well liked as 
Sanders or Clinton.  
 

 
 

  

26%

65%

91%

18%

9%

2%

27%

26%

7%

29%

1%

1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Martin O'Malley

Hillary Clinton

Bernie Sanders

Favorability Ratings - Potential DEM Presidential Candidates - Jan 2016

Favorable Neutral Unfavorable DK




